North Florida’s Hidden Crisis: Mapping the Need

Understanding our local data is the first step toward building sustainable solutions that truly
move our communities forward.

When we look at the breathtaking growth, vibrant culture, and historic campuses across the
North Florida region, it is easy to assume that everyone is sharing in that prosperity. But local
data reveals a parallel reality. Recent regional needs assessments and demographic profiles paint
a stark picture: a staggering number of our neighbors are working harder than ever but are still
slipping through the systemic cracks.

To build programs that truly move people forward, we must first look honestly at the local data.
The Hidden Crisis: Living Below the "Survival Line"

According to recent asset and income data compiled by United Way networks across North
Florida, nearly 40% of households across our communities do not earn enough to cover the
basic costs of living. While a portion of these families live below the federal poverty line, the
vast majority fall into a critical category known as ALICE: Asset Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed.

These are our local working families—childcare workers, retail teams, administrative staff, and
young professionals—who earn above the technical "poverty line" but find themselves just one
unexpected medical bill or car repair away from complete financial crisis. In fact, recent data
shows that necessities like housing, food, and transportation are currently outpacing local wage
increases by a wide margin.

Key Gaps Identified in Recent Assessments

Local health and behavioral health needs assessments conducted throughout regional circuits
point to three critical barriers holding our communities back:

o The Affordability Gap for Seniors: Rapidly rising rents and cost of living are severely
outpacing fixed retirement incomes, leaving nearly 49% of our senior households
struggling to make ends meet.

e Access to Coordinated Care: From the rural counties of the Big Bend to under-
resourced pockets in urban centers like Jacksonville, lack of transportation and
specialized outreach remains a massive hurdle to healthcare, mental health resources, and
family stability.

o Demographic Disparities: Financial hardship impacts our communities
disproportionately, with data indicating that 51% of Black households in the region
struggle to meet the baseline survival budget due to historic and systemic resource gaps.



How We Bridge the Gap

At AK Forward, these statistics aren't just numbers on a page; they are our mandate for action.
We intentionally build our outreach frameworks to intercept these exact pressures.

By offering faith-driven innovation programs, sustainable family support, and community
empowerment initiatives, we meet families precisely where the system falls short. We address
the root causes of resource instability, ensuring that the most vulnerable populations—our
seniors, young adults, and working families—receive the direct assistance and advocacy they
need to shift from just surviving to truly thriving.

True community transformation begins with awareness, but it requires structured, localized
action to endure. We invite you to explore our resource page further to see how our operational
guidelines and frameworks are built to tackle these regional challenges with absolute
transparency and purpose.
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